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Joanna alighted in the capital of Jugoslavia the auguries
were good.

There was one bond of kinship. Joanna was
Alexander's cousin. She was the daughter of Princess
Helena of Montenegro, now Queen of Italy. Alexan-
der's mother and Helena were sisters and Alexander,
when he was a child, was the favourite of Helena,
Helena married the heir to the throne of Italy but never
ceased to be very fond of Sandro. Her daughter
Joanna had played with little Sandro as a child. But
the war separated the families., and after the war Italy
became hostile to the Serbs. A Queen of Italy has no
influence in politics, otherwise Helena might have made
possible the projected visit of Alexander to Italy in 1932.
The surprise of the meeting at Belgrade station was
the rapturous greeting of King Alexander by his cousin
Joanna. "Sandro!" she cried and hugged him and
kissed him as he stood there, cold and formal on the
platform.

That human outburst of feeling made all the differ-
ence to the meeting of the sovereigns. Instead of being
stiff, it was cordial. They walked along; the platform to
a sort of de luxe waiting-room and drank Turkish coffee
and smoked cigarettes and chatted like old acquaintances.
Boris and Alexander had been friends but that was long
ago, before the 1912 war with Turkey, when they were
each heir to the throne of their respective countries.
Rivers of blood had come to separate them. But sud-
denly there was not blood any more. They had shaken
hands. They were sipping coffee together.

The possibility of real friendship and co-operation
with Bulgaria had dawned on the mind of Alexander.
Ruzhdy Aras had spoken to Jevtitch at Geneva about a
collective agreement in the Balkans. Titulesco of
Roumania had taken up the idea. Alexander was
already determined to form a Balkan Pact and the
happy chance of the meeting with Boris yielded the new
hope that Bulgaria could be persuaded to join. There